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Missouri report: Blacks 85 percent more likely to be stopped-by Jim Salter
Introduction
Authored by Jim Salter, the article ‘Missouri report: Blacks 85 percent more likely to be stopped’ presents the concept of racial profiling of blacks in Missouri. African-American drivers have an 85% more likelihood of being pulled over as compared to the whites. It is on record that the disparity index comparing traffic stops among races is skyrocketing when comparison is made to the past year. The likelihood of searching white motorists is lower as compared to that of searching the blacks and other races despite the fact that the whites are more likely culpable of being found with contraband. Moreover, more blacks amounting to a percentage of 6.6 are arrested after the stops while only 4.2 percent of the whites are arrested. This raises a concern as to whether it is the blacks who are highly prevalent to committing traffic crimes. 
Summary
‘Missouri report: Blacks 85 percent more likely to be stopped’ is an article that was written by Jim stalker and published in the AP News on June, 1st of 2018. In his piece, Stalker intended to make it known to the readers of these news that rates of racial discrimination against the blacks in Missouri are growing by the day. The article highlights instances when drivers of the black origin are ill-treated by police officers probably because of their skin color. Salter’s article clearly provides the evidence of the racial discrimination against the blacks by showing the rates at which they are stopped over and arrested alongside those of persons with other racial origins.
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Analysis
Having been published in the AP News which is a news platform based in the US, its audience that is dominantly the whited who are the alleged perpetrators of the  vice herein may not be moved to do anything after getting this information. Salter’s message regarding the prevalence of racism in Missouri is clear. He backs up his allegations with various reputable and viable sources such as the Annual Vehicle Stops Report from Attorney General’s office as well as the report from the U.S Department of Justice Investigation. The fact that the author of this article is not the sole source of proof of racism in Missouri easily convinces the audience to believe in the fact. The author does not put a lot of effort in persuading the audience into believing him and this is demonstrated in the tone of the piece which is flat. To some extent, the article does not achieve its objective since it doesn’t push the audience to act on the information they receive. 
Response 
According to the author’s presentation, the fact that black motorists in this context are discriminated against is not in dispute. However, there is more than meets the eye as to whether Salter’s point of view is undisputable. What if the black motorists are fond of breaching traffic laws? He fails to prove that there is no cause for the traffic police to stop more Africans than Americans. This is because, policing sometimes engages specific tactics where hotspots are more targeted in the bid to reduce crime. Consequently, the message is not convincing and therefore it might not yield any changes since what happens after Americans who are the supposed perpetrators get informed? Moreover, the author does not state whether racism is a bad practice neither does his presentation illustrate the urge to work towards ending the practice.

Conclusion
The article states that more African-American motorists are stopped by the police as compared to white motorists. It therefore tends to inform its audience that Africans are discriminated against in this context. However, the act of stopping more African motorists by police in itself does not proof racism. A problem comes in when such motorists are arrested without any legal reason to do so. Gathering evidence that indicates varied treatment of the traffic laws offenders differently basing on their racial backgrounds would more concrete in concluding that Africans are discriminated against.
